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RV.MARKS 

This is in leply to the Office Action mailed on March 26, 2003 (Paper No. 6). 
Claims 1-20 are pending. 

Claims 1-20 a«5 rejected under 35 U.S.C §§ 102(a) and 103(a) over U.S. Pat. No. 6,3 13^46 

(Carter). 

No claims are amended. 
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DISCUSSION 

ThP. Rft jfip.finn of ClMiTis 1-20 under 1Q2ra^ and lOSfa) over Catta: 
Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §§ 102(a) and 103(a) over U.S. PatNo. 6,313,246 
(Carter). In particular, the Exaroiner states: 

Carter ct al discloses a polymer containing mxts derived from zwitterionic 
monomers. The polymer is used as a flocculant and in papermaking, Thus,fhc 

claimed invention is anticipated or at the least, is sihown by Carter et al. 

PaperNo. 6atPj^c2. 

Applicants respectfully Iraverse this rejection. 

Applicants respectfully assert that Carter discloses a polymer tiiat is prepared by 
polymerijcing zwitterionic monomers and optionally nonionic monomers such that the polymer is net 
neutral overall. Col. 5 Imes 9-1 1 and col. 6, lines 29-46. 

In contrast, the polymer of this invention is composed of one or more nonionic monomers, 
one or more cationic or anionic monomers and one or moic zwitterionic monomers. Therefore, the 
polymer of this invention in not net neutral, but possesses an overall positive or negative charge 
depending on whether a cationic or anionic monomer is incorporated. Applicants therefore 
respectfully assert that this invention is directed to a different polymer than the polymer of Carter. 
Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1-20 under 35 

U.S.C. § 102(a) over Carter. 

Similarly, Applicants respectfully assert that nothing in Carter teaches or suggests modifying 
the zwitterionic polymer disclosed therein, which was intentionally engineered to be net neutral (col. 
2. lines 46 to 54 and col. 6, lines 25 to 29) by converting it into a polymer that is no longer net 
neutral by incorporating an additional cationic or anionic monomer. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection of daims 1-20 under 35 U.S.C- § 103(a) over Carter. 
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CONCLUSION 



In view of the foregoing. Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejections under 
35 U.S.C, §§ 102(a) and 103(a) and assert that this application is in condition for allowance. Early 
notice to this effect is earnestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Michael B. Martin, Reg. No. 37,521 

Ondeo Nalco Company 
Patent & Licensing Department 
Ondeo Nalco Center 
NaperviUc, Ulinois 60563-1198 
(630)305-1574 
Date: i,|/tjo3 
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